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Newesfrom Oſtend, 

2 of, 
The Oppugnation, and fierce ſiege, 
made, by the Archeduſe Albertus 
his Forces, commanded by the Duke of Offuna 


who came before the ſaide Towne, the fift day of Julie 
laſt paſt(after theirwriting)1601,ſhewing what 
| hath hapned ſince the time of 
; $5 | the ſaide ſiege. 


Now newly imprinted; whereunto are added ſuch other 
Newes and Accidents as haue lately hapned at Oſt- 
eld, as we haue bin certainely informed. : 


Dilgentlytranſ! ated out of Dutth into Engliſir , accor- : 
ding to the Dutch Copie, Printed at Anfterdam, _ 


LONDON | 
Printed by V. S. for Thomas Pauier, and are to be {old 
at his hop in Cornehi e ſigne of the Catte 
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a= ne oben CON 
Ihe Oppugnation and fierce ſiege of 


Oſtend, H the A rch-dnke Albertus 


1is Forces, commanded by the Duke of Oſſuna, 
who came hefore the ſaid Towne,'*the fift day of Iuly 
laſt paſt (after their writing) 1601. ſhewing 
what hath hapned ſince the time 
of che ſaide ſiege. 


3 = Stendis a fowne ſcituated 


Ne Alon the armeof the riuer Y- 
FRY SS e peile, thoꝛowe which the 
N wealt Sluice lately ranne 

5 mto the ſea, and hath there 
made a ſufficiẽt tide hauen, 
which(like as, fo2 the moſt 
e parte, al the reſt of the Fle» 
PUN, - mii hanens, doe ebbe and 


Dod T lonthe Flemiſh coaſt, lying 
| N 


We ; 
laowe: and cannot be vſcd 


- 


| but with an high water, o2 
at the leaſt wiſe, at halfe flod) doth notwithſtanding conti⸗ 
ually holde, and containe the difches ofthe Towne full of 
water, by reaſon of Dammes and Sluces made to that end 
andpurpoſe, which {fozafinuch as it might be in the fame 
:qurſe continued, returned, oz perhappes by the enttemy di⸗ 
uerted) they ofthe Towne haue, ofthemlſelues, ſtopped the © 
courſe thereof, whereby they of the Country of Flaunders, 
Hane bcene fozced tocarry andconuey the ſame by the Foꝛte 
o* Albervss, and ſo by ge ant into the Bea. 


The fiegeof Offend. 

In times pa#, it was but an open village, vet reaſonable 
great, and well peopled. Firſt, after the commingof Don 
lohn d Auſtria, in the beginning of the nowe warres , {02 
the fitte and commodious ſcituation thereof, it was made a 
Tobne, and enuironed with frong walles : And affer- 
wardes, this Tawne only, and none others among all the 
ref ofthe ſea tawnes of Flaunders remapned, and at this 
pꝛeſent doth remapne in the pole ſſion oꝛ amitie of the vni⸗ 
ted pꝛouinces of Holland and Z eland, howbeit, it lieth in the 
middle (as it were) ofthe ennemies Countrie, and farre 
trom her kriendes. And pet manare all the foꝛces, and pows 
er of her enuirouing ors, hath many times bene vaitantly 


dekended againſt ſund2pbeſiegtngs and attempts. 


Fo2 in the pere 1582. although the duke of Parma, with 


his via92:ous hoſt e (after he had taken Dunkerk, and New- 


port, the next adiopning lea Towncs welkward) dibde in 
moſt furious maner beſiege it, vſing all warlike meanes he 
coulde poſſible to conquer it, was foꝛced to giue plate, any 
after that he had continued his ſicce fiue dapes, ſawe hoo 
boteleſſe it was foz him to ſpend any longer time about it, 
and therefo2c departed, not effecting any thing agreeable fo 
his wiſhed attempts. 

After wardes, in the yeere 1585. although Monfieurla 
Motte Gouernour of Graueling, did, with greatfoxce and 


-+ ,,, Difficuifie winne the olde Towne by the Strand oz fca five, 


which at that time was onelp defended with a imple wall, 
oꝛ Raueling and Palliſados, with purpoſe there pʒeſenti to 
intrench and defend hunſelfe , was againe with all his foꝛ⸗ 
ces, like ſhepe dꝛiuen aut ofthe ſame , leauing behind him 
foꝛtie of his pꝛincipalleſt Capfaynes and Commaunders 

with all their furniture and pꝛouiũon. 
This Towne, without all queſtion, is a plate of great 
aduantage, and impoꝛtaunce, yea of ſuch moment, that it 
ſerueth as a bulwarke and ſtroꝛg defense foʒ the whole pꝛo⸗ 
uince of ZLeland, and ſo — if it houlde fall into 
the 
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1 The ſiege of Oſtend. 


che enemies hands (as God fozbid) he ſhould thereby com⸗ 1 
maund a moꝛe fitte and conmodious hauen fo2 ſhipping, q 
than any other ſea Towne nowe in his poſſeſſion can peelde 
him. Yea our inkollerable lofies, not to be recoucred doe 


teach vs, and as it were, with a finger popnt vnto vs, F 
what ineſtimable domage might redound vnto the vnited ; 
J2ouinces, if the enemy ſhould commaund in this Town. p 


Further, it is to be noted, that the Country of Flaunders, 
beeing in peace, in all kaxations of the ſeauenteene P2onin- 
ces did leup the third peny: whereunto they haue beene ſoꝛ⸗ 
ced by this Towne, not only during the time oftheſe wars, F 
buf alſo, the greateſt part of the maine land hath beene cons 
ſtrained many yerres , to pay toll and contribution, and to 
be vnder our deuotion. | ") 
FJoꝛ which cauſes, this Towne hath with great care and a 
mighty charges ofthe vnited Pꝛouinces bin daily foztificd, 
and continually ſtrengthned, and elpeciallp in the yerc latt : 
patt 1600. as alſo in the foꝛe parte of this pꝛeſent ſummer: ' 
many wozkes, J lay, haue bene deuiſed to withſtand, and 2M 
p2euent the cruell attempts of the blody ennemy , as bul⸗ 
warkes, counterpopnts, and Rauelings to the landward, - oof 
neither hath that part lying to the Sea beene foꝛgotten, but *, | 
hath beene made alfo very defencible with hcavcs, bent s. of N 
and ditches , and eſpecially on the caſt ſive of the Towne z Y py 
where (by meanes of the weakeneſle ofthe bar kes) the ſca, /'__ /? 
with great foꝛce is mightily bꝛoken into the land, where it” 
hath ſkow2ed, and pierced a great depth; fo that the chancl 1 
the new hauen (when the water is loweſt) is nare two, 
pikes deepe: and doth daily ware deeper and deeper, with- 
aut all doubt, the determinate woꝛke of God, foz the great 
ſtrengthning and plapne defence of the Towne, 

They of Flaunders generally finding what annopaunce 
and great diſcommoditie this Towne th2eatacd daily vnta 
them, haue ſolicited and by all meanes poſſible iinpoztuned 


heir Gouernours, to beſtege, and conquer this Towre of 3 
Oſtend. 3 
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The fiege of Oſtend. 


Oſtend, their daily eie · ſoꝛe: as of late yceres (yet frech in 
memoꝛie) in the peare 1596. after that the £rchduke Al- 
bertus had taken the Towne of Calbes, in Fraunce, they 
required him then to take in hand this prece of wo2ke , p20- 
miſing to giue hun twelue hundzed tyouſand guderns with⸗ 
in the moneths time (which in ſterling money is one hun⸗ 
dꝛed and twenty thouſand poundes ) where vnto, after his 


Mighnelle had made ſhew to prelde, and pꝛomiſed to fulfill 


their deſire, he gofe ſome parte ofthe ſumme afozeſayve ins 
to his handes, But doubting the euent ofthe attempt, oz 
knowing howe hard a matter it was, to take it by foꝛte of 
armes, oꝛ how difficult it woulde be to conſtraine the ſouldi⸗ 
ers thereof by hunger, o2 otherwiſe, thought it luffictent to 
ſhew himlelfe befoze the Towne with his foꝛces, and ſo qui⸗ 
etlp to departe. 

They of Flaunders herewith nothing at all pleaſed, and 
greeued with the continuall verations and incurſions of the 
ranging ſouldiers, and payment of contributions, to pꝛe⸗ 
uent the lame, in the yeere of our Loꝛd 15 99. while our fo2s 
ces were imploped in the defence of Bommel, had gwdleys 
ſure to make ſundꝛy foꝛts and bulwarkes, fo2 the ſtrengthe⸗ 
ning, x defence of the wapes and paſſages about the towne 
of Oltend, thereby (as it were with a ſmall kinde of fiege) 
continually to trouble the Towne, and to hinder the incur⸗ 
ſions of the gariſon: which dentce was put into their heads, 
and the plotte laybe downe by a certaine Coꝛpoꝛall of the 
{Lowne called Noel, who haning befoze long ſerucd in the 
towne, and hauing god expertence of the ſecrets thereof, 
vppon lome dilcontentment receiued, kozſoke the Towne, 
and ran fo the ſeruice of the enemp. 

But as the experience of the laſt pcare giueth ſufficient 

fe, that all the ſtrength of thele Foꝛtes is not able to hin⸗ 
der, oꝛ detend the entrance of an Hoſte, ſo alſo it is moſt ma⸗ 
nikeſt that by the tontinuall charge of the Sarrilons of thele 
Foztes , the Country hath receiued moze domage and diſ⸗ 
. A 3 com⸗ 


The ſiege of Oſtend. | 
commoditie , then beloꝛe it did by the contribution to their 
enemies, and Tone of Oltend ;wherefo2ctheyp haue been 
foꝛced to renewe their Impoꝛtunate ſute vnto his Bighnes, 
and to ſollicit him againe to the beſieging of Oltend, and eſ⸗ 
yeciaily at this inſtant, knowing our foꝛtes to be remoucd 
karre from them, and to be ſent into Dutchland lying at the 
fiege ol Berck , where they ſhould (as they imagined) haue 
long woꝛke: and loꝛ the better perſwading, and mo2e eaſily 
dꝛawing ofthe Archduke to harken to this their ſute, haue 
pꝛomiſed to pay him extraozdinarilp, thzee hundzcth thou⸗ 
fand gilderns Monthlp( which is zo thouſand pounds (fa: - 
ling) during the time ofthe ſiege, and after the taking ok the 
towne to pay him karther ( foꝛ the ſpace of two years) ninety 
thoufand gilderns every month (which is 9000. ffarling, 

Yerenpon th archduke gathꝛed together al his ſouldiers: 


pea ſuch as were about the riuer of Ryne g the Maſe, foꝛ the 


fucco2 or Berck were ſent fo2 , to make their repaire into 
Flaunders and to ſerue vnder the commaund of the Duke of 
Oflana, who not long fince was to that end ſent foꝛ out of 
Spaine, by reaſon that the Archdukes campe ( thozow the 
long impꝛiſonment of the Admirant of Arragon , and the 
iaſt ouerthꝛowe in Flaunders) was wholp left deſtitute and 
vnpꝛouided of a ſufficient Commaunder, and experient 
Leaders, and fo? that the naturall Lozdes of the land, are 
in no wile reſpeged noꝛ truſted. 


Vp the fit day of June (after the new ſtile) thecne- 


mie came befoꝛe Oſtend, about none, with eight re⸗ 


giments ot ſotmen, which were eight thonſand men ſtrong, 
veſidesthchozſernen (notwithſtanding the Spaniards ge⸗ 
ncratly dikliked of this enterpꝛiie, and counlelled the contras 
ry, wholas is repoꝛted) do whollp difitke ol this ſiege: and 
amonm the rift, two common fortidicrs that hadde bene 
the laſt care pꝛiſoners in Oſtend, obſtinately maintains 
ing hy H ible ſtrengeh of this Towne, were vꝛeſently 
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The ſiege of Oſtend. 


taken ald banged: : foz the extreame want of the thre hun⸗ 
b2cd thouſand gilderns, to be paped monthiy, as befoꝛe is 
ſaide, comming very fitly fo2 the payment of the mutined 
ſouldiers, and alſo the hope to dꝛawe our foꝛces from the 
ſiege of Bercke, into Flanders, ſoꝛ the better kurniching ol him 
lelke, E pꝛeuentuig of ſuch wants as might happen to Olt- 
end: and perhaps thinking ſodainly, and with al his doꝛce to 
ouercharge the towne befoze it ſhould be ſucco2ed , haue bin 
the reions to bzing thArchbukes ſoꝛces now beloze Oſtend. 
The Duke of Oſſuna pꝛeſently ought to pactfie the gar⸗ 


riſon of Iſlabella, which had befozz mutined {o2 their pay: 


and the next day folowing, being the lixt day of Juiy, nouns 


ted fix peeces ot oꝛdonance againſt the eaſt five oi the too ne 
vpon the Downes, and with the ſame beganne acrcely to 


plap vpon the Towne. 

There were then in thefowne in garriſon one and twen⸗ 
ty Ancients of ſundzy Kegiments, and one companp ot 
Burgers, oz: Townelmen, all vnder the direction and 
commaund of Captapne Vander Noote. Theſe pꝛeſently 

2epared themſelues to their defence, making harmeleſſe, 


and diſplacing ſome ofthe enemies artillerie: And labsur⸗ 
ing hard, to make anew way oꝛ hauen, betwene thc heads, 


ts tie end the paſſage of boates aud ſhipping might 0 Trees 
ed from the oꝛdonaunce ofthe ennemp. 

And the ninth day of July, ator that they had ſent. away 
the moſt parte of their wines and childzen, they receiued 


into the towne(out ofZcland)2 8. cõpanies of ſouldiers, witz 


great abundance ot v ctuals, and all other pꝛouiſion of war. 

The tenth day fir Frances Vere, with eight companies 
st Engliſhmen entred into the Towne alſo, who pꝛeſently 
illued gut ofthe Zowne with his people, entrenching him⸗ 
ſelfe on the dꝛie plottes of ground next vnto the walles, 
on the weſt ſide, from whence the enemy might haue endo⸗ 
maged the towne, and battered the walles. 

The thirteenth day of July , the layde fir Frances Vere, 
with 
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The ſiege of Oftend: 

with great foꝛce and reſolution ſallied vpon the enemy with 
tight hundꝛed men, on the wel parte oithe towne, and ſet 
vpon the Campe, which lay farre eff diuided from each o- 
ther, with waters and martſh grounds, and can not eaſily, 
dy in ſhoꝛt time come to ayde each other. In which ſallp, the 
ennemp loſt (as was certified by Letters from Antwerpe) 
aboue eight hundzed men, and among the ſame, one coꝛnet 
ofhozſemen: and, ikthe whole fo:ce ef the ennemies hoꝛſe⸗ 
men, had not the ſoner come to their apde, it was molt aps 
parant to all mens iudgements, that fir Frances had dꝛo⸗ 
uen the fotemen to great confuſion, and taken from them 
their D2donance, 

The fine and twenticth day ſir Frances Vere did agapne 
iſſue out of the Towne with fiftcene hundꝛed men, and bes 
ganne fo infrench betweene Iſlabella and Grootendorſt , on {| 
a high ground, which in times paſt was an old Churchyard, . | 
where they of Iſſabclla and Grootendorſt were accuſtomed \ 
to bury their dead, and is a very fitte and apt plate, to ſcpe- 
rate and cutte off theſe two Foꝛtes from each others helpe, 
and to spen a faire way to thoſe of Oſtend, to the flatte and 
plaine land. Zo which place of buriall, the next dap, bees 


ing the ſire and twentieth day of July, the ennemp came 


with thꝛee thouſand men, and after her had bene thzice re⸗ 


zulſed, and put to the woꝛſt, toke the place, but was p2e- 


* 


entlp with great koꝛte and dexteritie dꝛiuen from it agaynne. 

The ſame dap tenne companies of ſouldiers arriued at 
Oſtend , and were recctued into the Towne , which were 
ſent thither by her Maieſtie from London, ſo that now the 
Towne was furniſhed (within the walles and without) 
with ſixtie and ſeauen companies, which made vp neere the 
umber ok ſeuen thouſand men :. theſe tenne companies a⸗ 
fozeſayde, were pꝛeſently employed againſt the enemp, who 
ſhewed themſelues very valozous, and did, both then, and 
ſince, paſſing god ſeruice, although many men were of os 
pinion , that they Lould vou, ©nfitte foꝛ anv ſervice, h. 

: rcaſam 
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The ſiege of Oſtend. 


| m they were rawe, and had not beene trayned. 


Dn the other ſide, the Archduke daily Erengthencth and 

encreaſcth his Campe, as well with ſouldiers, as with oꝛdo⸗ 
nance, plaping continually on the weſt fide with 26.peces, 

and on the eaſt fide with nine peeccs of oꝛdonance, but moſt 
ofhis ſhotte liteth vppon the heuſes, whereol manp are 
defaced and beaten downe: Foz, this fire and twentieth: 
day of July , and befo2e , there had bene dilcharged vppon 
the Zowne ſirteenc thouſand ſhot, and againſt the ennemie 
from the Zowie had bene counterchanged fir thouſand, 

Moꝛeouer, there were allo reteiued inta the Campe ſome 
parte ofthe new ſouldicrs which came out of Italie, and had 
beene appoynteo foe the ſuccour of Berke, foz firſt there arri⸗ 
ued eight hundꝛed men of thoſe companies, and afterwards 
fiue and twenty hundꝛed moze were ſent fo2, part Jtalians, 
and part Spaniards: and beſides theſe , xx. men moze out 
of all the ther Ancients vader the gouernment of-the Erle 
of Barlamontand Bucquoy, who, foꝛ this cauſe , were fo2- 
ced fo diſcharge their wagons, and other p2 suiſions, befo:e 
by them taken vp, and meant to be vled in raiſing the ſiege 
befo2e Bercke. 

There are eightene companies appopnted euerp night 
out ofthe Towne, to garde ſir Frances Veres trenches on the 
ſouthweſt parte offhe Towne , who daily falleth out vppon 
the enaemy, with other ſouldiers ofthe Towne, and haue 
oftentimes ſlapne many ofthe ennemies, 4 wounded moꝛe, 
which haue beene ſont ts Bruges from the Campe, fo that 
their Yoipifalles are full of wounded ſouldiers, and many 
Captaines, and men of great accompt, aſwell Spaniardes, 
Ikalians, and others, haue bene flaine in theſe conflictes , 
and amongeſl the reſt, a Tolonell of the Spaniardes was 


* hzoughtto Dunkerke , and there frſt buryed in his armour, * 


and afterwardes taken vp againe, and put into the earth in 
a Friars werde, with great ſolempnitie. 

On Sondap, being the ſixe and twentieth day of July 

| | — laſt 


The ſiege of Oſtend. 


laſt paſt, was a great ſkirmiſh with the ennemp, which ton⸗ 
tinned verp long, and was with great furie, valour, and re- 
lo ution maintained on both ſides, te enneniy ſupplying his 
louloiers with freſh tompanies, bunging thier, foure, and 
fu: companies at a time, and they ofthe Towne ſeconding 
their parte continually with newe lupplics, and with like 
numbers, fo that in the end, it ſeemed rather a littic battell, 
than a chirmich » ſomctime our pcople being oucrmatched 
with the freth companies af their ennemies, were forced to 
giue ground: but pzeſently againe, with their new ſupplies 
from the Towne, couragicuſly pꝛeſſed into the thicket ofthe 
enimies, making them likewile to retire into their trenches: 
and thus it continued long, ſometimes the one parte, and 
ſometimes the other giuing ground, vntill the cnncmics 
hoꝛſemen came in, taſucceur their fotemen, wherevppon 
our men returned into their trenches, and into the Lowne, 
after they had ſlaine and ſpoiled many ol their enemies both 
hoꝛſe and fote. But if our men had bene furniſhed with 
hoꝛſemen, the ennemy had loſt many moꝛe men than her 
did, both in this ſkirmith, and all others befoze: but hœre⸗ 
in, the enemy hath had the vantage of vs during this ſiege, 
notwithſtanding it hath beene wꝛitten from Callice, that al⸗ 
ter this fight, there were carried out of the Campe fo Bruges 
th2e& ſcoꝛe and ten wagons laden with wounded men, and 
in euerp wagon was kenne men at the leaſt: but when they 
were bꝛought to Bruges, they of the Towne woulde not re⸗ 
ceiue them, ſaping that they had their Hoſpitalles alreadie 
full, and coulde receiue no moze, and therefoze required that 
chey might be conueyed to ſome other towncs , It was af- 
terwardes repoꝛzted, that the ennemy loſt in this ſkirmiſh 
450. men, beſides thoſe that were wounded: neyther was 
dhis attempt accompliſhed, without loſſe on our ſide. 
Saterdap, being the firſt day of this pꝛeſent moneth of 
Auguſt, they ofthe Towne iſſued againe vpon the ennemp, 
and with great furie (after they had co * ſam 
alle 
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The ſiege of Oſtend. 


halſe a fo2ced them to retire fo their trenches , flaying 
ſome 80. oftherr enemies, as nere as could be iudged: but 
the hoꝛſemen of the enemy comming in vpon our lonidiers, 
they refurnsd into the Towne, with {mall lofſe on our part. 

It is repoꝛted by ſome that came very latcly from Callice, 
that on wedneſday laſt, being the ſift day ofthis pꝛeſent mos 
n:thof Augut, there was agreat Skirmtth begunne by 
thoſe of the Towne , te hinder the enemtcs.app2oach vnto 
the walles, which was with fierce reſolution long continued 
on both ſides and that they ofthe fowne (with great flaugh- 
ter of their enennes) had taken thꝛer oz fiue peces of oꝛdo⸗ 
nance, and bꝛought the ſame into the Zowne, but how cer- 
taine this 1s(being but a repoꝛte) J cannot wꝛite, the tructh 
thereof will ve hereafter better knowne. 

Sir Frances Vere without the Towne doth daily foztify 
his trenches: andthe Gouernour within the Towne, with 
earth raiſeth the walles, thereby to anoyde the daunger of 
the enemies hot, which his Vighnelſe ſpareth not, but be⸗ 
ſtoweth ſo liberally vpon the Towne, as if he found ſhot and 
powder aboundauntly in the Downes, oꝛ ſand⸗hilles: and 
withall, laboꝛeth to raiſe a new Cauallirie, with bauen and 
earth, thereon to plant moꝛe oꝛdonaunce, and to ſhote in⸗ 
to the Towne, on the ſouth ſouthweſt ſive, Thus thep ars 
carneſtip buſted on all ſides, the one, no the other ſparing a⸗ 
ny coſt oꝛ laboꝛ to annoy their enemy, and to defend them⸗ 
ſelues, and that thing which to day is not thought vpon, is 
the next day put in pꝛadiſe, with new deuiſes and warlike 
ſtratagems, the one raiſing vp, the other with his oꝛdonance 
beating downe his ennemies works, that the lame may not 
be finiſhed, oꝛ bꝛought to perfection. 

It is alſo witten from Antwerpe, that the Infanta is in 
perſon come into the Campe, and that the Archduke is in 
Oudenburgh, to the end he map himſclfe in perſon gine oꝛ⸗ 
der in theſe: affaires: time will teach vs to knowe what pꝛo⸗ 
lite her ſhal reape by thelc his trauels t ineſtunable charges. 
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But at her returne from the Camp to Bruges, ſhe bꝛoght 
with her ſundꝛy Companies of Souldiers, "but they of the 
Zowne denxped to receine them, ſaying they had no n&de of 
any new Carriſon, but it it pleaſed her highnes to come into 
the Zowne with her accuſtomed trapne, ſhec ſhould be wel⸗ 

ome: but as fo2 her Souldiers, they were not minded to 
take them into the Cittie. 

Such as haue come out of Oſtend very latelp, and like⸗ 
wiſe from Vluſhing, repozte fo2 certaine, that within the 
Towne of Oltend, there wanteth not any thing, fit foꝛ the 
Defence thereof, and that all vicualles are ver pplentikull, 
Englich beerre is ſoldefo2 two ſtiuars the kanne, great meas 
ſure, foꝛ which there is no exciſe payde , Sir Frances Vere 
giucth the enemie daily ſo much to doe, and krepeth him ſo 
well occupied, that he knoweth not well which wap to turne 
gim, oz what hee map well beginne to annoy the Towne: 
and it is thought by many men ef god iudgement, that hee 
wiſheth he had not tome to befiege Oſtend, ſœing he findeth 
ſo ſmall hope to carry it, but would rather be with his camp 
irom thence, if he knew how with credite to departe. 

Lately the enemy remoued nine peeces of his ozvonance, 
from the eaſt to the weaſt ſide: his oꝛdonance made it verie 

dangerous to enter by the accuſtomed hauen, except it were 
in the night time, but ſince the making of the laſt, o: middle 2 
hauen, all things are carried in and out without any daua⸗ 
ger ofthe enemies ſhot. And on the ſonthweſt fide the ennc⸗ 
my bꝛingeth great ſtoꝛe of bꝛuch and bauen fagofs towards 
thu trenches offic Frances Vere, thinking by that meanes ſo 
to mount ſome oꝛdonaunce, that he map beate fir Frances 
from his trenches , and fo bꝛing his battering pœces neerer 
vnto the walles, oz elle, to beate the Towne on the ſouth 
ſouthweſt ſide, 

On the ſouth side, the ennemy hath raiſed amount, from 
whenee her beateth the houſes, but ſpecially the Church and 
Stepic, which is wholy defaced, otherwiſe,be-dacth [wall 


* 7 
— 


1 


A 


The ſiege of Oſtend. 


annoyance fo the Towne, ſometimes with his hot killing 
a man: but ſuch as tome out of the Towne affirme,that fo; 
eucry one the Zowne ivicth, the encmy loſeth ſiue oꝛ fire, 
They ofthe Zowne, haue themſelues, vntiled and taken 
downe many houſes, and alſo vapaucd the ſtreetes, to tyend - 
the ſam? p moght with the enemies ſhot,the leſſe annop them. 
The Gouernoꝛ and ſir Frances are not pdle, but emplop 
all their labour and indaſtrie, both within the Towne and 
without, to raiſe mounts, and to finiſh ſuch other woꝛkes, 
as are moſt behonefull fo: the ſtrengthening ok the Towne 
aga nt the enemies foꝛtes, and to that end, ſuch ſouldiers 
as will wozke, and employ their time that wap, epther bs 
day oꝛ night, haue xii. . the dap, and xii. d. the night. 
And becauſe the enemy ſhall the better be kept from ap⸗ 
pꝛoching the walles, they or the Towne haue tutte the Sea 
banckes, fo lhat the Sea water enutroncth the Towne on 
the ſonth ſide, from the eaſt to the weaſt parte, in ſo much 
that the towne leemeth to ſtand in an Jland , which thzeat- 
neth great hurt to the land and countrie thcreavouts , and 
may (in time) grow? very daungercus. 

The enemies perteiuing them of the towne to be very ſtil, 
and thoſe likewile of fir Frances Veres frenches to hold them 
{clues moꝛe quiet than they had bin accuſtomed; ſent out a 
ſouldier to eſpie their doings: one ofthe ſouldters that came 
from London ſpping this ſtragler, demanded of ſuch as wer 
next him in the trenches, what he meant thus to app2oache 
their trenches: it was anſwered, they knew not, except bee bee 
came as a ſpie: then quoth the Englich foulvier , 'J will goͤe 
out and talke with him:p2eſentiphe made toward this rag 
ler, and making buf few woꝛdes, they feli to blowes, and fa 
continued a god ſpace, the ramp on thone lide, and the tewrs 
on thother, beholding them, z noting which did beſt; In the 
end they were both wounded, and ſo departed: the Enalitfh- 
man bꝛought with him his enemies hat, and a ſtaffe oz halfe 
pike, which he valtantly won, and * intothe ein 
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Since the beſiexing ofthis Towne, the five Gallies of 
Sluice were at ſea, and (meting with two thips laden with 
narchandize, which came from Doit in Holland, hauing 
a ſhippe of warre fo their conuop and defence) there began 
a hote fight on both ſides, and it continued long: the ſhippe 
of warre beſtowed his ſhot ſo well, that he did great ſpople 
to the Gallies, and lewe many oktheir men, but in thend, 
che Gallies boꝛded the ſhippe, (and firing her) did, without 
mercie, put ſeauentie ſixe men to the ſwoꝛde, and ſaued one⸗ 
Ip ten perſons, which, ſoꝛ the moſt part, are ſhoꝛn, and made 
laues. It was repoꝛted, that this ſhippe of warre was, by 
ouerſight, ſet on fire with their owpe powder: but by Let- 
ters out of Holland, it ſeemeth to be otherwiſe, foꝛ it is wꝛit⸗ 
cen from thence, that it pleaſed Eod to ſaue one man verie 
mpꝛaculoullp, who (committing himſelke to the mercie of 


God, and ol the mercilefſc Seas, vppon a pete oa Maſte) 
rather than hee woulde fall into the handes ok his blodp eu⸗ 


nemies: alter he had ſo floated vpon the waues of the Sea 
an houre oz two, he was taken vp by an other ſhip, Which 
(by Gods pꝛouidence) had ſpyed the man thus dꝛiuing on 
che water. This man (after his comming into Holland) 
made true repoꝛte her cot, as is aboue declared. 

Within the Zowne , neere vnto the weſt end, they haue 
raiſed a mount, whercon is planted twelue cannons , and 
are demy cannons , wherewith they beate downe, and de⸗ 


date the ennemies wozkes without, 


Laſtly, ſuch as came on wedneſday laſt out of Oſtend, be⸗ 
nig the faft day of this pꝛeſent moneth of Auguſt , (notwith⸗ 
ſtanding the fo2mmer repozt from Callice) affirme that thenes 
mie hath thele viii. dapes layne ſtil, and done nothing, and 
affirme, the ſouldiers of Oſtend to be of an inuincible cou⸗ 
rage , not eſtœming any foꝛce ofthe enemy, and that there 
is no cauleoffeare;no2 want, foz all things are daily in moſt 
plentifall ſozt bzought vato them, aſſuring themſelues, that 
the ennemy ſhal / in the end) be foꝛced to depart with ſham” 

and 
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and diſhonoꝛ, and perhappes with greater loſſe than he now 


thinks vpon,which God foz his mercies lake grant, Amen. | 


Inte the former J:ny2eNion ofthis D uunblet, wier haue 
not heard of ane to be come from Oſtend, neither haue as 
np Letters bene reteiued from Zeland. But from Callice it 
is witten, by the Poſte, which came thence with the Ant- 
werpe Letters, thꝛœ dapes paſt (nameiy the thirteenth dap 
of this moneth of Auguſt) that it is gencraliy repozted by 
thoſe that come out of Flaunders to Calhce, that the ennemie 
beginneth to ware colde , hopeleſle in his attempts befoze 
O ſtend: and all men which are not parttall, iudge al his la⸗ 
bour loft, and his exceſſiue charges to be ſpent in vaine. And 
further, it is ſapde foꝛ certaine, that vpon friday baing the 
ſeuenth day of this moneth of Auguſt, the winde blowing a 
great gale from the noꝛthweſt, bꝛought luch plentie of water 
vpon the Flemiſh coaſt, that the ennemp ſtode aboue their 
knees in water, in ſome oftheir trenches, and that the Sea 
waſhing and vndermining the foundation ofthe laſt mount, 
made by the enemy on the ſouth weſt ſide ofthe Towne, the 
ſame ſunke, and is wholy defaced:at what time they of Oſt- 
end iſſued out, and making great ſlaughter offtheir enemies, 
bꝛought one peece ofo2donance into the towne. But ſome do 
repoꝛt that the enemy loſt then ſiue peeces, and that the reſt 
which lay vpon the ſayd Mount (being foure peeces meze) 
were, by our ſouldiours, ſo choaked and nayled, that in long 
time the ſame cannot be made agayne ſeruiceable. 
Furthermoꝛe, on friday laſt being the foureteenth day of 
this pꝛeſent moneth of Auguſt, there arriued herre in the 
Thames, two ſmall Pinckes which came with fiſh from 
Terueare tn Walkerland , who repoꝛt that the twelue hun- 
dꝛed men (ok the number ot the laſt two thouſand which 
were pꝛeſled, and ſent by her Maieſty) are in ſafety arriued 
at Vluſhing, where they as pet remaine, foꝛ that in the town 
af Oſtend they haue ſufficient fozces, as well to defend the 
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Tobone, as to guard their trenches without. And alſo, that 
the Countie Maurice was tome into the Haege in Holland, 
moſt of his ftemen beeing in Zeland, and his hoꝛſemen at 
Bergen ap 22 his comming thither: but, where 
hx meant to vie his fo2ics (as god reaſon is) was vn⸗ 
owe. At their comming from Terueare, it was general⸗ 


iy imagined , that they ſhould Lee imployad in the land of 


Waſte, which is the moſt fruitfull and fertileſt part of all the 
P2ouince of Flaunders, and where his Extellency may moſt 
indomage the enimy. Time will maniicft the truth, God 
Jraunt him ged ſucceffe in all his attempts, and to thoſe of 
Oſtend, courage and magnanimitp, valiantly to 
reũſt the fo2ces of their blodthirſty 
enemies, Amen. 
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